
 

 

 

 

SSRF Internship Opportunities  

 

 

 

Position: For-Credit Research/Outreach Intern 

 

Organization: Sustainable Systems Research Foundation  

Address: 2861 Mission Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 (Room 247) 

Supervisor/Sponsor: Ronnie Lipschutz  

Email: sustainablesystemsresearch@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 831.708.5836   Website: https://sustainablesystemsfoundation.org/ 

Required Hours Per Week: 6-15 Hours or TBD depending on number of course units  

 

Internship Description: 

Interested in sustainability?  Would you like to develop and work on projects that 

contribute to sustainability in Santa Cruz, the Monterey Bay area, and beyond?  If you 

enjoy learning, want to expand your employability and expertise while receiving 

course credit, then consider an internship with the Sustainable Systems Research 

Foundation (SSRF). Work study benefits may also be available.  

 

Internship Jobs and Duties: 

- Conduct and consolidate research under minimal direction  

- Write documents and reports for projects  

- Compile informational databases  

- Make contacts and phone calls to partners, collaborators, potential fundes, and 

agency staff  

- Contribute to website design (WordPress) and updates  

- Monitor and post on blogs, forums, and social networks 

- Assist with online outreach and promotion of SSRF initiatives and updates  

 

Desired Qualifications: 

- Self-motivated, Organized, and a Clear Writer 

- Independent student who can work with minimal direction  

- Ability to make judgements when confronted with uncertainty  

- Ability to critically analyze problems and research content  
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Benefits:  

- Course credit at Cabrillo or UC Santa Cruz 

- Practical experience working with experienced research analysts 

- Shadowing, mentoring, and training opportunities with successful academics 

and professionals 

- Opportunity to participate in networking events and organization meetings  

- Flexible schedule for students 

  

Some of our initiatives are:  

  

1.   Waste Not, Want Not (WNWN) addresses the region’s waste management and 

recycling challenges that are reaching critical levels;  

2.   Accessory Dwelling Units in Our Backyards (ADUBs) seeks to develop an ADU-based 

affordable housing strategy for the City of Santa Cruz and its surroundings;  

3.   Sustainable Urban Food Initiative (SUFI) involves design and installation of solar 

powered hydroponics systems in gardens at local schools, community centers, and 

non-profit public service agencies as well as best practices in urban agriculture; 

4. Communications & outreach is an educational/information effort to produce public 

talks, podcasts, videos and publications on sustainability-related topics; 

5. Electronics lab & maker space is a collaboration with the Idea Fab Labs at the 

Wrigley Building to teach skills and techniques for creation of sustainability-related 

projects and devices. 

  

New or innovative types of projects are continuously in consideration at Sustainable 

Systems Research Foundation. If you’d like to explore an internship or develop your 

own ideas, please contact SSRF at sustainablesystemsresearch@gmail.com to find out 

whether your interests and skills intersect with our work and requirements. Send your 

resume/CV with a cover letter and a short summary of your goals or own project 

ideas. For more information, you can also call SSRF at 831-708-5836 
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