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THE COOPERATIVE MODEL FOR CLEAN ENERGY IN CALIFORNIA​
GoldenState, the Investment Cooperative​

 

First, let’s state precisely that Wisconsin 
Solar Shares Cooperative1 and its California 
disciple, GoldenState are business 
investment cooperatives, not electric 
cooperatives with distribution networks. As 
investment cooperatives, they have a 
mission: member contractors build and 
member investors invest in Distributed 
Energy Resources.  

The California Cooperative is cloning 
Wisconsin Solar Shares. As in Wisconsin, 
the California Cooperative will effectively 
address decarbonization; increase rooftop 
solar and energy storage; expand the 
contractor work force; engage with young 
students; and assist all jurisdictions in 
reaching net zero emissions. 

Cooperatives are member owned and 
governed. Class A Members build assets as 
Contractors, Developers and EPCs. Class B 
Members are investors.  

The Cooperative is not an instrument or 
branch of government. The cooperative is 
formed under California Cooperative law 
with the Secretary of Corporations. Its 
members are residents of California and pay 
dues. It follows the rules and regulations 
1 Wisconsin Solar Shares is an investment cooperative 
with contractor and investment member classes, a board 
of directors and an Executive Director. Their mission is 
to build 1-5MW DERs whose  

concerning small investors. Its Board of 
Directors consist of Class A Contractors 
and Developers and the majority the 
directors consist of Class B Investors.  

The mission of the Cooperative is to invest 
in sound energy resources inside any 
jurisdiction benefitting Class A members 
while assuring the investment is sound and 
conservative: 

●​ Rooftop solar on large commercial 
buildings. 

●​ Solar canopies and EV charging 
stations in commercial, industrial 
and shopping parks. 

●​ Residential solar and storage 
especially for renters. 

●​ Cooperate closely with all 
stakeholders including IBEW, 
Municipal Utilities, Community 
Choice Aggregations, CAISO, and 
CEC. 

On the following page is an infographic 
outlining the vision and message. The 
model for a statewide cooperative has been 
proven out in Wisconsin and its Executive 
Director Cory Neeley is advising the 
formation team of GoldenState. We 
welcome any and all to participate on this 
team. 



 


