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Join the Movement to Create a Solar Utility in Santa Cruz! 

Once upon a time, Santa Cruz had a solar utility designed to facilitate rooftop solar 
(https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaCruz/html/SantaCruz16/SantaCruz1620.html).  That 
legislation has expired but the rationale for community-based renewable energy has not.  Utility rates 
have risen precipitously over the past decade while the quality of services has not.  Whether you are a 
customer of PG&E or Central Coast Community Energy, half of your electricity rates are attributable to 
long-distance transmission and local distribution.  Moreover, the private utilities and the California 
Public Utilities Commission have made it impossible for cities and counties without an independent 
electrical utility to develop any kind of locally generated community energy.  

And there’s the loophole: a municipal electrical utility.  In this case, not one that will buy out PG&E 
and be burdened with impossible debt.  Instead, a municipal utility that will, bit by bit, build a parallel 
system moving solar electricity among customers and significantly lower costs.  The obstacles are 
significant but so are the benefits.   

This is an invitation to join a movement to establish a Santa Cruz municipal solar utility to create a 
community-owned and operated renewable energy network that will trump the PG&E monopoly, 
reduce your electric bill and offer a model of energy autonomy to California and the country. Achieving 
this goal will require jumping through technical, legal, regulatory, policy, financing and political hoops. 
It will require the active participation of and contributions from a significant number of committed 
individuals.   

Here are the group’s goals: 

• Mobilize city residents in support of municipal legislation creating a new electric utility within 
Santa Cruz’s boundaries. 

• Conduct research on the legal and regulatory requirements for municipalization and enlist 
lawyers, as necessary, to litigate in support of the effort, as needed. 

• Lobby the Mayor and City Councilmembers about the potential for a municipal solar utility to 
increase independence and resilience and lower electricity rates. 

• Educate group members and city residents about the benefits of solar municipalization and 
how it would work, and the regulatory obstacles that much be overcome in order to create a 
solar utility. 

• Enlist group members and city residents, with rooftop solar and without, to enroll in a virtual 
solar utility that will monitor aggregated renewable generation and publish data showing how 
much is being generated within the city and how much savings are being generated by that 
solar. 

• Inflame the imaginations and efforts of all Californians with a successful municipal solar utility 
that can be replicated across the state and challenge the territorial monopolies of the state’s 
investor-owned utilities. 
 

In the coming months, the initiators of this campaign will be preparing a series of informational 
brochures and FAQs in support of the project and how you can participate.  Meanwhile, if you are 
interested in being a founding member of the Movement to Create a Solar Utility in Santa Cruz, please 
contact Ronnie Lipschutz at sustainablesystemsresearch@gmail.com or 831-588-7625. 
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